Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1.
In the hydrothermally prepared title coordination polymer, [Ni(C 2 H 6 NO 3 S) 2 (C 12 H 10 N 4 )] n , the Ni II ion and the 1,4-bis(1H-imidazol-1-yl)benzene ligand occupy special positions on inversion centers. The metal ion shows a slightly distorted octahedral coordination geometry, being linked to two N atoms of two 1,4-bis(imidazol-1-yl)benzene ligands and to two O and two N atoms of two chelating 2-aminoethanesulfonate ligands. The 1,4-bis(imidazol-1-yl)benzene ligands bridge symmetry-related Ni II ions forming polymeric chains along the [110] direction.
Related literature
For some examples of transition metal complexes of 2-aminoethanesulfonic acid (taurine), see: Cai et al. (2004 Cai et al. ( , 2006 ; Jiang et al. (2006 Jiang et al. ( , 2005 .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 2 H 6 Taurine, an amino acid containing sulfur, has important physiological functions. In fact, taurine is one of the most abundant free amino-acid-like compounds found in the heart, the skeletal muscles and the nervous system. As part of our research on taurine complexes we report here the synthesis and crystal structure of the title nikel(II) complex with taurine and 1,4-bis(imidazol-1-yl)benzene. is shown in Fig. 1 . The Ni II atom is six-coordinated in a distorted octahedral geometry. N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds assemble the coordination polymers into a three-dimensional supramolecular network (Fig. 2) . One of the taurine N-H groups is not involved in hydrogen bonding.
Reagents and solvents used were of commercially available quality. A water solution (10 ml) of 2-aminoethanesulfonic acid 
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in idealized positions (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.90 Å) and refined as riding atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C or N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids shown at the 30% probability level. Symmetry code for the atoms with the B label: 2-x, -y, 2-z. catena-Poly [[bis(2-aminoethanesulfonato- 
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